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Thoughts from Dave “Know this, my dear brothers and sisters: everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow to grow angry. This is because an angry person doesn’t produce God’s 
righteousness.” – James 1:19-20 (CEB) 

O ne of the most memorable classes I took in seminary was Pastoral Care. 
Much to my surprise, the entire point of this class was to teach us to 

listen. For eleven weeks, we worked on NOT offering advice, trying to fix 
another person’s problems, or turning the conversation around to similar 
situations we had been through. Since these were the techniques we’d often 
used in the past when talking to someone grieving or struggling, we spent 
most of the time unlearning our old habits! Many of us did not come into 
seminary with the skill of listening, but by the end of the class, we had a better 
idea of what listening really involves.  

If I could teach one pastoral skill to anyone, this would be it. Even though 
some people are naturally good listeners, everyone can improve their 
listening skills. Listening isn’t simply the act of hearing the other person; it’s 
the ability to help the other person feel heard. When we talk to someone who 
is a good listener, we feel understood. The listener can’t change our situation, 
but they can help us to feel less alone in it.  

Sometimes when a friend is grieving or in pain, we put off calling because we 
don’t know what to say or fear saying the wrong thing. You might be 
surprised to learn how simple it can be to offer support.  

You can begin a call by saying, “I’m so sorry to hear about (the situation).” 
During the conversation, it also works well to reflect back the feelings or 
thoughts of the other person. For example, you might say, “I hear how 
frustrated you are,” or “That sounds so painful.” Believe it or not, reflecting 
back what you hear is far more helpful than trying to cheer someone up!  

In our everyday lives, all of us end up in “pastoral care” type situations. Your 
friend’s spouse is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Your cousin experiences a 
miscarriage. Your child is laid off. Your sibling is going through cancer 
treatment. In all of these situations, you get the unique chance to be with 
them, as we believe God is with us.  

The following prayer (or poem), Christ Has No Body  is attributed to St. 
Theresa of Avila, even though it is not found in her writings. (See inset, right)  

When we seek to listen better to one 
another, we act as the ears of Christ, 
hearing the real joy and pain of other 
people. It’s a holy act, and one of the 
ways that all of us can share the 
presence of Christ with others.   

May this month be one in which you 
are heard, and in which you hear well.  

Blessings,  
—Dave 

Christ Has No Body 

Christ has no body now but yours 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours 

Yours are the eyes through which He looks 

Compassion on this world 

Yours are the feet with which 

He walks to do good 

Yours are the hands with which 

He blesses all the world 

Yours are the hands 

Yours are the feet 

Yours are the eyes 

You are His body 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours 



   

Please mark your calendars for February 19 at 1:00 pm 

to attend a concert and presentation introducing our 

new ministry project, “The Stations of the Cross.” The 

concert will have a cross-section of music ranging from 

gospel to country to folk to soft rock. There will be 

many familiar tunes, but some new words to reflect the 

theme of grace, which is the focus of the Stations. 

Interspersed between the music will be several short 

breaks so we can introduce the Stations and the 

spiritual impact it will have, not only for our church, 

but for our community at large.  

We have purposely scheduled the concert for the 

Sunday before Ash Wednesday and the beginning of 

Lent. Lent is a period of 40 days that asks us to identify 

and give up those things in our lives that prevent God’s 

grace to enter, so we can experience Easter and 

resurrection.  

The Stations provide a spiritual journey with Jesus in 

the final hours of his life, celebrated by our Good 

Friday, as he travels from the Garden of Gethsemane to 

his death on the cross. The journey is significant as it 

will enable us to experience the incredible grace of God 

in our lives. Grace is defined as, “God’s unfailing 

commitment to love.”  

A tradition of this time just before Ash Wednesday is 

the celebration of Mardi Gras, also called  Fat Tuesday 

or Shrove Tuesday. It is a day to use up all the rich and 

fatty foods before fasting during Lent. We will have our 

own celebration before Lent the day of the concert. 

Since the concert is shortly after our last worship 

service, we will have a light meal of jambalaya. Please 

let us know if you will stay for the meal, so we can plan 

accordingly.  Watch the e-news for a signup genius link, 

or call the church office. 

Plan to join us for this day of very meaningful worship, 

which will reflect upon this special spiritual time in our 

lives. Then a time of fellowship, fun and dreaming as we 

begin our journey towards this special ministry, 

“The Stations of the Cross.” 

—Rev. Dr. George Cushman 

Mardi Gras Lunch and Concert to 
Introduce New Stations of the Cross 
Ministry Project 



   

New Member 
Orientation 

Are you or anyone you know 
interested in learning more about 
the United Methodist Church and/
or membership in Dove of the 
Desert UMC? 

 You are invited to join us for new 
member orientation on Sunday, 
February 26 at 12:30 pm, in 
Building B, Room 12. Contact the 
church office at 623-572-7334 for 
more information or to register.   

Montessori School 
Informational Meeting  
 
On Sunday, January 29 at 12:15 pm, 
the Trustees will hold a brief 
presentation and Q&A regarding 
allowing Sunrise Montessori to 
lease Buildings B, C, and D to hold 
classes (pre-school through 6th 
grade), beginning in August 2023. 
Move-in would begin in June.  
 
Please join us in the sanctuary if 
you would like to learn more about 
this, or if you have questions. 

Get Ready for Cookies! 
 
The Girl Scouts will be selling 
cookies at church two Sundays, 
January 29 and February 5. Boxes 
are $5 each and $6 for specialty 
cookies. If you can’t eat them, feel 
free to make a donation and they 
will take cookies to Luke AFB for 
the men and women serving there. 

mailto:doveadmin@doveofthedesert.com


   

 

Weekly Meetings: 

The Steel Magnolias are a Thursday morning women’s Bible study.  They meet in person, in Room 4, with a 
Zoom option. They begin with a time of fellowship from 9:30-10:00 am, with the study portion starting at 10:00. All 
are welcome! If you are interested, please call Nannette Carr or the church office. 

The Mom Squad meets weekly on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in Room 10. The group is currently studying 
Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment (A Study of Luke) by Heather M. Dixon. You are welcome to join no 
matter where you are in your motherhood journey. For more information, contact April Luyt or the church office. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00–10:00 am in Room 
7. The group knits or crochets shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets, prayer squares, and other items to be given to 
Dove members and others in need of comfort.  For information, please contact Mimi Griffiths at 
mimig7852@gmail.com or contact the church office. 

The Dove Quilt Group meets Fridays in Rooms 15-16 at 1:00–4:00 pm. We work on individual quilts and 
projects, so feel free to bring anything you are working on. We have quite a bit of donated fabric we are using for 
the Thrive AZ quilts. Just bring your machine and sewing supplies. You don’t need to sign up but if you have 
questions, contact  Judy Martin at stilljudymartin@gmail.com. We look forward to having you join us.  

Dove Youth Fellowship (7th-12th graders) meets weekly. See the schedule of youth events on page 7. For more 
information contact Michelle Ferguson, youthdir@doveofthedesert.com. 

Adult Sunday School (9:30 am) 
• Bible Basics in Room 12, facilitated by Richard Borgmann 
• Weavers Class in Room 10, facilitated by Carolyn Moody 

• Conversations with God in Room 4, facilitated by Mikki Payne 

 
Monthly Meetings: 

Church Work Days – We had eight people volunteer their time during Dove’s work day on Saturday, January 7. 
Those in attendance were Ron Leisey, Jane Oswald, Mary Patterson, David Krebs, Curtis Gipson, Steve Ford, Dennis 
Albert and Roger Peckham with Jane Oswald as the lead for the day. Our next Work Day is Saturday, February 4.  
To join us, please sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48a9aa2ca7fbc34-0107#/  
 
The Little Doves Social Club is a fun group for elementary-age children. The club hosts monthly events such as 
water days, movie watch parties, and game days at the church. For more information, please contact Jen Centner or 
Jan Ramsey (jcramseydove@gmail.com) . 

Day Break Social Mixers  This is a monthly event, with upcoming dates of February 15 and March 15. We meet 
for lunch and fellowship from 11:30 am–2:00 pm. Sloppy Joes are on the menu for February.  

The Lunch Bunch meets for lunch on the first Thursday of each month at a local restaurant. If you’d like to join 
us, contact Steve and Rita Snyder at ridinzfun@aol.com. It is important to RSVP each month, so we can reserve 
space at the various restaurants. 

mailto:mimig7852@gmail.com
mailto:stilljudymartin@gmail.com
mailto:youthdir@doveofthedesert.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48a9aa2ca7fbc34-0107#/
mailto:ridinzfun@aol.com


   

When you see the aftermath of a flood or hurricane and the devastating 
impact they bring to communities, you may wish that there was 
something you could do to help. Early Response Teams are the second 
group of workers allowed into a disaster zone after first responders. Their 
mission is multi-focused. ERT’s are tasked with curtailing any more harm 
from the disaster. This can range from tarping roofs, so rain does not 
further damage a home, to cleaning up or neutralizing waste products, so 
they do not contaminate the environment around them. Yet, as a church 
ministry, maybe the most important aspect of an ERT’s mission is to 
provide spiritual and emotional support for those whose lives have been 
shattered by the disaster. Sometimes the most important thing we can do 
is to stop and listen to a person’s story.  

If this sounds like something you would be interested in doing, there will 
be an ERT training on Saturday, February 11 at Dove. To register, go to 
the Desert Southwest Conference website and then to the calendar of 
events. Under February 11 just click onto ERT Training and it will take 
you to the registration page (see link below). It would be wonderful if 
Dove could create its own team. 

https://dscumc.org/event/ert-basic-training/ 

Early Response Team Training at Dove 

For a complete calendar of events at Dove, visit our website: 
doveofthedesert.com 

Care Ministry Team 

Now that we have all the holiday 
decorations stowed away and the 
extra holiday pounds shed 
(hopefully), it is time to get busy 
on our 2023 projects. First and 
foremost, we have begun selecting 
and training leaders in the new 
GriefShare program, which will 
commence with registration for 
our first 13-week course March 4.   
Anyone interested in participating 
should contact Richard Borgmann, 
grborgmann@gmail.com. 

The Care Ministry will be holding 
a training session on the AED 
system on Thursday, March 9, at 
6:00 pm in Room 15.  As usual, 
Dr. Janet Boberg of the Glendale 
Fire Department will conduct the 
training. Watch for more 
information from Jean LaMore 
regarding registration. 

Please keep in mind that we do 
recycle flower vases, medium size, 
and jelly jars, half-pint, with rings 
and lids intact. They can be left in 
the Dove kitchen in the box next 
to the refrigerator. 

We hope everyone is having a 
good start to the new year.  If 
anyone has a need that we can 
help with, please contact Doreen 

Borgmann at 602-859-0136 or 
doreenborgmann@cox.net.   

https://dscumc.org/event/ert-basic-training/
mailto:grborgmann@gmail.com
mailto:doreenborgmann@cox.net


   

Happy New Year Dove Family! 

Wow — how quickly we have transitioned into 2023! Recently, the Desert 
Southwest Conference (DSC) ushered in new leadership, Bishop Carlo. I was 
thinking of what a significant transition he is making in his life to follow the 
call of the Lord and serve the DSC. I was reading his blog to learn more about 
him and found out that he did a prayer run in December – in Alaska! Every 
day he ran or biked and prayed for the churches and ministries of the DSC. On 
day 26 Bishop Carlo prayed specifically for us, Dove of the Desert. 

In this time of fresh starts and renewal, let’s embrace all the opportunities we 
have to challenge ourselves in new ways and use our spiritual gifts. Dove is a 
flourishing church family with many ways to find and follow God’s call in your 
life. Have you wanted to join a Sunday School class, learn how to make new 
crafts or quilt? Maybe you want to explore your hidden appreciation for 
music to learn to play bells or praise God through singing. Perhaps you feel 
the urge to get to know our youth and encourage them in their faith and 
school activities, or find ways to support local mission work. If you need more 
fellowship with your Dove family, come visit at the monthly Day Breaker or 
do you need some extra support and love when your heart is hurting in grief, 
contact the Grief Support Group. If you feel compassion and concern for 
what’s happening in society and want to learn how our UMC Social Principles 
bridge our faith to our current world, you can visit the Board of Church and 
Society’s activities. If you really want to go “glamping,” there is the 
opportunity to stay the night at church!  Let us draw inspiration from Bishop 
Carlo and prepare ourselves for new opportunities and growth here at Dove 
of the Desert. As Paul encourages his followers of Jesus believers, I share from 
the NIV 1 Thessalonians 5:11 as a reminder: 

Lay Leader Line 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing.” 

ISO Room for Rent 

I am looking for a Christian 
roommate to share your home and 
expenses as my current rental is 
being sold. My move-out date is 
March 17.  I have applied for 
housing but the waitlist is 1-2 years, 
possibly less.  I can pay rent and 
provide references. I have been a 
Dove member since 2014 and I am 
one of the ladies that checks you in 
at the Welcome Table on Sunday 
mornings.  If you would be 
interested in a temporary 
roommate, please contact the 
church office for my number.  

Blessings to all, 
Patti Chambless 



   

Our Condolences to: 

• Flo Hess, on the death of her son, Dan, in 
Philadelphia. 

• Jim & Kathie Wright on the death of Jim’s 
brother, Dick, in Colorado. 

West District Prayers: 
In February, please pray for:  
• Christ Community UMC, Avondale 

(Rev. Antonieta Fernandes)  
• City Square UMF, Phoenix 

(Pastor Gina Pollard)  
• Community Church of Buckeye 

(Rev. Steve Marshall)  

Dove’s Prayer Ministry: 

Please send all prayer requests to Rev. Dr. Tom 
Davitt, doveprayerministry@gmail.com 



Return Service Requested 
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